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City of Arnolds Park Newsletter

Spring 2010
Clean Up Day      
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    The annual Arnolds Park City-Wide Clean Up is scheduled for June 7, 2010.  This is offered to all residents in Arnolds Park as a way to dispose of items that are not collected on regular garbage pick up.  Please place small items in boxes or bags.  White goods (washers, dryers, refrigerators) and brown goods (TV’s less than 20”, VCR, and other electronics) will be disposed of for $10 a piece and will have to have a sticker. Sofa-sleepers and TV’s 20” and larger will be disposed of for $20 each and a sticker.   You will need to purchase this sticker at City Hall prior to June 7, 2010. No lawn waste or recycling will be collected. 
     If you need to dispose of building structures or other large objects that two men cannot easily handle, please call City Hall at (712) 332-2341 to make special arrangements, and we will try to accommodate you.

     The City will not pick up any hazardous waste materials, such as oil, paint, insecticides, weed control products, etc.

     Please place all debris curbside and have it ready for pick up by 8:00 a.m. on June 7, 2010.

Projects

Sawmill Bridge: It looks as though the work on the bridge is on schedule; all is dependent on upcoming weather.  The bridge deck has been poured, the false work (form lumber, I beams, etc.) was removed during the 4th week in April; and paving crews should be here in early May to pave the approaches from both ends.  The structure should be open to traffic prior to this Memorial Day.     

Maintenance Building:  The building is complete, and there will be an open house on the 4th of June at 2:00 PM, so that anyone can take a tour of the new facility.  There will be members of the City Council, the Mayor, and Staff on hand to answer any questions, and address any concerns that you might have.   

Water Plant Upgrade:  Construction on this project is progressing.  Valley Contracting is working on the new water intake and pump house.  The plant upgrade is yet to be bid, but final design is underway, and should be completed in May, 2010. 

Both the Cities of Arnolds Park and Okoboji have applied for grant money through one of the IJOBS programs.  We hope to hear in early May whether or not we were successful.  

Linden Dr:  Construction on Linden Drive will continue in the fall of 2010.  Final phases of this will be Curb and Gutter/Sidewalk repair, and right turn lane at the intersection of Highway 71.  The final phase of this project was postponed due to the bridge construction on Rohr St.  I would anticipate that planning and engineering will take place over the summer.

Abbie Gardner Park/Shelter House:  The City was successful at obtaining a REAP Grant to partially fund this project.  There needs to be some planning between the State Historical Society of Iowa, the DNR, and the City to come up with a final plan for this project, which will involve parking, shelter house and trails.  The REAP Grant will offset $75,000 of the total cost.  

Main City Park:  The City Council and Park Board will be planning improvements to the City Park near the Green Space on Dewey St.  The site of the old maintenance building will be cleared, and a long-range plan should be generated for that area.  Upcoming meetings will involve public input as to what that area should ultimately look like and be used for.  
At the Library

     The library will be starting a children's reading program for Saturday mornings.  It is for preschool age through second grade.  We'll be doing crafts, games, songs, and stories.  Sign your child up by calling the library staff at 332-2033.  This will be a great way to keep your child interested in books over the summer months.

     Come in anytime to read newspapers at the library.  We subscribe to the Wall Street Journal, the Spencer Reporter, the Sioux City Journal, the Des Moines Register, the Dickinson County News, and the NW Iowa Review which has wonderful sports coverage for our area.

     Lots of new DVDs are available: Everybody's Fine, Monsters vs. Aliens, Sherlock Holmes, Did You Hear About the Morgans?, and Blind Side are some of the titles.  Why rent or buy these?  You can save money by checking them out for two weeks from the library.

     The library is open from 9:00 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Monday and Tuesday; 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday; and 10 a.m. to Noon on Saturday.

Police Department

     As temperatures increase, so does the number of children and adults walking, cycling, roller blading, etc.  Please use the proper safety equipment for these activities and remember that traffic laws are to be obeyed by motorists, cyclists, and pedestrians alike.  Also, a reminder for everyone that all ATVs and unlicensed golf carts are not allowed on public roadways.  

     The police department would like to take this time to remind all pet owners that they must have their pets, especially dogs, contained on their property at all times.  When walking animals, they must be on a leash; dogs should not be running at large.  All animals must be in a secure location away from electric, gas, and waters meters.  This will assure your meters are read properly

     We are now recruiting new Reserve Officers.  Last year the Reserves saved the City over $23,000 in cost over hiring off-duty officers.  The reserves allow us to have an adequate number of officers on duty over the busy weekends and the three summer holidays.  If anyone is interested in joining, stop by our office for an application between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday thru Friday.  If you would like information about the Reserve Program, please contact Officer Kleve.  

      The Arnolds Park Police Department is looking forward to another busy summer season for our area businesses.  We are always striving to enhance police protection for our citizens and our tourists to make Arnolds Park as safe as possible.  

     You can reach the Arnolds Park Police at 332-2227 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday thru Friday.  After hours, please call the Communications Center at 336-2525; and for an emergency, call 911.

As always, if our department can be of service to you, please contact our office and we will do our best to assist you with your Law Enforcement needs.
Utility Billing
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    The City has the ability to directly deduct the utility bills from checking accounts at any bank.  You would still receive a bill at your home stating paid by bank.

     Utility bills are billed quarterly; or for your convenience, you may change to annually.  Just contact City Hall if you would like either of these changes.  
Garbage Collection

     Beginning Monday, May 24, residential garbage will be picked up twice a week, with those days being Monday and Friday.  

   All garbage must be in City Bags and set at the curb.  City Garbage Bags may be purchased at City Hall, Casey’s, and Great Spirits Wine and Liquor in Arnolds Park, Buy Rite Foods in Milford, and HyVee in Spirit Lake.

Yard Waste Disposal

    As a service to the citizens of Arnolds Park, yard waste is collected curbside on Tuesdays.  This is a service that many communities do not offer.  

     In order for us to continue to provide this service we ask that you abide by the following guidelines.  The yard waste must be in City bags, tied shut, and at the curbside by 7:00 a.m. on collection days.  Do not double bag any yard waste.  Yard waste that is double bagged or placed in any other type of container, including black or brown garbage bags, will not be picked up.  Branches will be picked up as long as they are cut in 4-foot lengths and bundled together with a City bag attached.  
     If instead you choose to burn, any yard waste you burn on your property, must originate on your property.  Yard waste cannot be burned on City property, placed or blown on street right of ways, public roads, or neighboring lots.
Fire Department

     The Arnolds Park/Okoboji Fire and Rescue members would like to thank everyone who attended our 33nd
Annual Pancake Feed.  We had a great turnout for both Friday night and Saturday morning and the support the community shows us through their attendance and donations is very much appreciated.  Boy Scout Troop 170 from Milford once again assisted us with our fundraiser cooking up the delicious pancakes and as always did a great job.       

     If you were unable to make it to our fundraiser, but still would like to make a donation, please send your donation to: Arnolds Park/Okoboji Fire and Rescue, PO Box 437, Arnolds Park, IA 51331 or drop it off at either city hall.  

    As always, if you are a citizen of Arnolds Park or Okoboji and would like to know more about joining the fire department please contact the office at 712-332-5260 and leave a message and one of our members will contact you with information as well as how to obtain an application.

     Thank you from the members of the Arnolds Park/Okoboji Fire and Rescue.
Curbside Recycling

Recycling is one of the best ways for you to have a positive impact on the world in which we live. Recycling is important to both the natural environment and us.
All recyclable items must be clean and separated before being placed in the recycling containers.  Make sure all recycling is in the recycling containers and not stacked beside them.  
Recycling is collected curbside on the 2nd and 4th Fridays of every month.  If you should happen to miss the 
curbside collection, you may take your recycling to the recycling bins next to the water tower on Dewey Street.  

Styrofoam is not a recyclable item in the City of Arnolds Park; please do not place Styrofoam in the residential bins or the community bins located on Dewey Street.

Parks & Campgrounds

Be sure to stop and enjoy the City Parks that Arnolds Park has to offer.  Sawmill Park is located on Rohr Street.

Overnight camping is available on a first come first serve basis at the city campground two blocks east of the Amusement Park on Broadway Street; and also at the city campground on Minnewashta on Bascom Street.  The rates are $20 per night with electricity and $15 per night with no electricity.  The City does not take reservations.
If walking, biking, or skating is your thing, come out and enjoy the Spine Trail that runs from Spirit Lake to Milford.  Take in the sights and sounds that nature has to offer.

Iowa One Call
     Iowa law requires that any person, homeowner, professional, public, or private entity, planning to engage in any form of excavation within the state of Iowa, must notify the Iowa One Call notification system, at 1-800-292-8989 or 811, at least 48 hours prior to excavating.
156 N. Highway 71 • Arnolds Park, Iowa • Phone:  712-332-2341 • Fax: 712-332-9245
E-Mail:  aphall@mchsi.com • Web-site:  www.arnoldsparkcity.com 







